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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Berkshire Music School is to provide quality education 

in music and musical opportunities to people in the greater Berkshire 

community regardless of race, religion, ethnic origin, disability, age, or 

ability to pay. 
 

We are an independent, nonprofit organization. Full tuition covers only 55 

percent of actual expenses. The rest comes from the community: local 

corporations and small businesses, board members, alumni, parents of 

students, and our students themselves, who raise scholarship money for 

others in the annual Marathon. 

“Stuff” happens to old buildings and properties.  
Berkshire Music School staff and board have as-
sessed the aging process, and came to a unani-
mous conclusion.  It’s time for a tune-up! 
 
The “Pittsfield Community Music School” opened 
its doors to 40 students in 1940, thanks to the phi-
lanthropy of Winnie Davis Long Crane. While the 
name evolved into the more inclusive Berkshire 
Music School in 2002, the original mission re-
mains steadfast. The School moved to its 1870 
historic Pittsfield home in 1943.  A carriage barn 
on this Wendell Avenue property was restored in 
1996 to create the 90-seat recital hall and addi-
tional teaching studios.  Facilities are open 60 
hours a week for lessons and coaching, making 
BMS one of the busiest cultural facilities in down-
town Pittsfield.  
  

 Aging boilers in 2 old buildings (1870’s) 
Need: $30,000 
 

Upgrade fire and security systems in old 

main house with 10 Steinway grand pianos 
Need: $10,000 
 

 Replace antiquated fire escape 
Need: $20,000 
 

 Improve rutted parking lot 
Need: $20,000 
 

Create more studio space and renovate 

existing studios 
Need: $45,000 
 

 An ounce of prevention=a pound of cure 
Need:  $75,000 

 

3-Year Goal: $200,000 
 
Thank you to supporters as of June 1, 2008:  
Greylock Federal Credit Union; Berkshire Bank 
Foundation; Legacy Bank Foundation; and  
in-kind contributions from Country Curtains. 

Tune-Up Time Berkshire Music School Capital Tune-Up  
  
Name____________________________________________________ 
 

Company_________________________________________________ 
  
Address__________________________________________________ 
  

Phone__________________email__________________  
 

  

□ + $50,000 Maestro    □ $25,000-$49,999 Concert Master 

□ $10,000-$24,999 Principal   □ $5,000-$9,999 First Chair 
 

□ $1,000-$4,999 Section Leader   □ $1-$999 Player 
 
I pledge/contribute $______________ to be paid as follows: 

□ Gift enclosed  

□  Pledge is to be paid over:  □ 1 year □ 2 yrs □ 3 yrs 

 
I would like to receive pledge reminder statements to 
make payments for the following schedule:   

□ Annually  □ Semi-Annually 

Month____________________Amount____________ 
 
 

I plan to make my contribution in the form of: 

□ cash/check    □credit card    □stock      

□ Other______________________________________ 

 
Enclosed is my initial gift of 
$_______________________________________ 

□  I wish to remain anonymous. 

□  I am submitting a matching gift form from my employer 

 

 □ Visa            □ Master Card 

#___________________________________________ 
Name on Card_________________________________ 
Exp Date____________  
Signature____________________________________ 
 

Check made payable to BMS 
$_______________________________________ 
 

□ I authorize BMS to debit the credit card above in  
accordance with the pledge amount and payment schedule. 
 
Please mail your gift to Berkshire Music School 
30 Wendell Avenue, Pittsfield MA 01201.  Thank you! 
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